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· With the celebration of Pentecost, we here at the Pastoral Centre, Dundalk, have now completed our 5th RCIA – our 5th journey with individuals who responded to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit within them to seek out the Catholic faith.
· And each of those 5 journeys has been wonderfully different in tone, direction, pace, level of engagement and group dynamic.

· Yet what each group has had in common is a thirst for knowledge of Jesus Christ and his teachings, and an instinct which persuades the group that Jesus is not only relevant to their lives today, but is present in their lives today through the Spirit at work in the Catholic Church.

· And, as we meander our way through the weeks and months of RCIA, being led by the Spirit in all sorts of different directions, down all sorts of different paths, we are also pursuing an overall plan.

·  And the focus of that plan is the person of Jesus. So, we begin our journey by getting to know Jesus in some detail. How do we get to know Jesus? By spending time with him in the Scriptures, and by learning to converse with him in prayer.

· We immerse ourselves in the Gospel accounts of the Annunciation , Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, the birth of John the Baptist, the events leading up to the birth of  Jesus, his birth, the shepherds, the 3 kings , the flight into Egypt and the presentation in the Temple. We establish our first contact with Jesus and our first contact with his Mother, Mary.
· We are struck by just how ordinary and simple this infant is, and yet, how special, and mysterious and compelling he also appears to be. His ordinariness and mysteriousness reveal themselves again when we catch a glimpse of Jesus at the age of 12, among the teachers and elders of the temple.
· We next meet up with Jesus as he marks the beginning of his public life with his own baptism by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. And  again we are struck by the mystery surrounding Jesus as he is proclaimed by the Holy Spirit as “the beloved” upon whom God’s favour rests.
· So Jesus is special, mysterious, right from the start.  And we witness this through the way he attracted his close followers – his disciples. We also witness this through his miracles and as we listen to his teaching, We marvel at the way he understands and accepts people, even sinners and outcasts and those abandoned by conventional society.
· We struggle with the implications and challenges presented by the Beatitudes, with the sheer scale of the forgiveness and love of the father in the parable of the Prodigal Son, and the extent to which Jesus himself cut through traditional wisdom and practice and even law, to accept the ‘Woman at the Well’ and to forgive the ‘Woman taken in Adultery’.
· We not only read and discuss these Scripture passages, they form the basis of silent conversations that we each have with Jesus in our time of prayer.

· But we cannot ignore the deliberate “edge” to Jesus’ life and teaching. He criticises the hypocrisy of those in authority; he mixes with those he shouldn’t ; he claims to forgive sins; he challenges his closet followers to recognise him for who he is; “ Who do you  say I am?’
· Whatsmore, his following is becoming alarmingly large. To those in power he is now a threat.  It becomes clear to us that he will be “dealt   with’’.

· And dealt with he was in an uncompromising and brutal fashion. He was crucified. But not before he celebrated the Passover with the disciples. And through that Passover, Jesus established the means by which he would remain with us as a real presence, even today.

· Having followed Jesus to his death, we are now caught up in his resurrection, his return to life, and just like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, it begins dawn on us that Jesus was, indeed, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Saviour, bringing salvation to the world.

·  Then, through Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit , we witness the birth of the Christian Church, the instrument through which salvation touches all of us, even today.
· So Jesus’, life, death, resurrection and return to the Father are the source of our  salvation.  But, what is salvation? What do we need to be saved from?

· It is important to recognise that Jesus didn’t just appear out of nowhere 2000 years  ago. On the contrary, he was the highpoint, the culmination of hundreds of years of humankind’s evolving efforts to understand their God and their world.

· And so, we in the RCIA begin a new adventure, a new voyage; this time through the Old Testament; a journey through Salvation History.

· As the Jewish people journey and develop as a people, so does their understanding of, 
and relationship with, their God.

· We begin with the story of Noah when the Jewish people were little more than  a  family . We follow them as they grow into a tribe with Abraham as their father. By the time Moses arrives on the scene they have become a people.  And once they arrive and settle in the Promised Land, the Jews have become a nation, Israel ; a kingdom with kings, the most famous of whom are David and Solomon.
· And as the Jewish people progressed through these stages of their journey, their pilgrimage, so their understanding of, and relationship with, God evolved.

· Initially, God was powerful , consistent with their need as a small tribe to have a God that could protect them against their larger, marauding , neighbouring tribes.
· God then assumed the mantle of protector as he conspired with Moses to lead the Jewish people out of slavery in Egypt and into the desert on the far side of the Red Sea.
· And to sustain then as a pilgrim people for their time in the desert, God had to become an intervening God by sustaining them physically with the “manna from heaven’’ and sustaining them spiritually and morally by handing down the 10 Commandments to Moses.

· When we reach the Psalms, and dwell particularly on Psalms 23 and 139, we realise that for the Jewish people, God was not just powerful, protective and intervening, but also now a personal God.
· And we marvel that the Jewish people didn’t shy away from life’s big questions. How did the world begin? How are human beings different from the plants and animals? Why are human beings prone to doing wrong? How did evil enter the world, and could not God have prevented evil? 

· So we turn our attention to the book of Genesis and the stories of creation and the fall, and attempt to unravel the revelation contained in those wonderful accounts.

· And we realise that contained in those accounts is the story of salvation.  That humans were created in the image and likeness of God made the Incarnation possible; the fall of our ‘first parents’ made the Incarnation necessary.
· In this context we now return to Jesus and realise that he is the one ‘who was to come’ the Messiah who would complete God’s revelation to humanity.  In some way, salvation is the story of two gardens: the Garden of Eden and the Garden of Gethsemane.

· So Jesus is not just the culmination of the story of salvation , he takes our appreciation of God to its ultimate level; not  just powerful, protective, intervening, or even personal, but also a loving God who gave all for us and saved us.

· And as we have made our journey through the Scriptures , we have also been acquainting ourselves with the day to day prayers of the Church.: the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary, morning and evening prayer , acts of Faith, Hope, Charity, Contrition and the like.
· We have dwelt on the Sign of the Cross and the Glory be to the Father in which we embrace God in his fullness – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Through these prayers we embrace the communion within God in all its love, mystery and complexity.
· And we realise that all major prayers of the Church acknowledge this complexity of God, this communion of Persons that is God – the Creed, the Gloria, Eucharistic Prayers; these are all prayers to God as a communion of Persons- Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
· And we reflect again on Mary and her preeminent place in our lives and the life of the Church.We realise that to know the Mother is to know the Son, and that our knowledge of, and relationship with, Mary strengthen our relationship with her Son.  But Mary is important in her own right. She is critical to God’s overall plan of salvation. Just as the Old Testament reveals that there  would have been no Old Covenant without Sara, the wife of Abraham , the New Testament reveals that there would be no New Covenant without Mary. God chose Mary’s Motherhood as the means through which salvation became possible. How different it would all be without her “be it a done unto me according to thy word’’.
· During the RCIA we celebrate the various rituals which mark its steps and stages.  The children of the candidates meet separately for their own specifically designed catechetical sessions. 

· Meanwhile we acquaint ourselves with the Eucharist and its importance to us personally, and to us as members of the believing community.

· We study the Creed and its component parts to ensure that we are acquainted with the fundamental truths of the Catholic Church.

· We work our way through the sacraments with particular reference to the sacraments of initiation; we prepare ourselves to receive the sacrament of reconciliation.

· As and when the moment is appropriate, we explore the history of the Church, sin and grace, the saints, spiritual life, prayer life and last things.

· Our sources throughout the RCIA adventure are the Scriptures, Share the Good News, Irish Catholic Catechism for Adults, various books of prayer, along with suitable films and DVD’s – eg Symbolon, the Catholic Church.
· The candidates are supported in their journey by members of the local believing community, who also act as their Sponsors, and by the local clergy.

· Please God, that after this long process of prayer, discussion, learning, discernment and ritual, the Spirit will guide our newly baptised, inspire them and shower them with blessings as they continue to grow in their faith and life the Church.
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