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Armagh Diocese Justice Commission

Consultation in response to Pope’s request to ascertain views of laity for Synod of Bishops

Meeting at Sherry’s Field 9 Dec 13

Number present: 14 – all women; age range: 50+
The comments below were made by one or more persons. It should not be assumed that any of the views were held by all the individuals present.

Chair: Martin Murray

Facilitation: Dympna Mallon

Notes: Brian Lennon

Process: The facilitator put a question and asked people to discuss it in groups for 5-10 minutes. After that she took feedback from individuals.
Introduction:
· The Pope has asked for our opinion on family issues and this is the first time that this has happened. The meeting will be confidential: no names will be attributed to anyone’s statement.
Questions
1. What training or preparation have you been given as a Catholic adult to pass on your faith?
· None
· Some through parents and grandparents, and in school up to Confirmation
· None from the official church
· There were retreats – for some
· No one trained us to ask what is faith, or to ask any other questions.
· Faith comes from hearing the word of God: we were never trained in Scriptures. No one said `This is the Word of God – for you, personally’
· I got training from life experience: from this I learnt there was someone out there – and I needed to be in touch with God. This was more important to me than any other training. If I had not had this experience any training would have been useless.
· Some of the nuns ran meetings where they took a scriptural text and related it to our everyday lives.
· I dropped away from Mass, but as an adult I have come back because I now want to look into my faith and find something that was missing.
2. The Church teaches that the use of artificial contraception in all circumstances is wrong. What do you think about that?

· Contraception is a personal decision
· You couldn’t just say artificial contraception is wrong. It’s not wrong. The statement needs to be qualified.
· There has always been a feeling of guilt using contraception. I can remember feeling very guilty and bad about using it. You were made feel that you couldn’t go to Communion because you were living in sin.
· If a young person was into their faith they would feel that it was wrong.
· There was no consideration taken of women’s health or of Aids.
· I know of husbands who had a vasectomy and then went to confession and that was it.
· We’re all suffering for Eve.
Question: what difference does it make when a teaching like that is promulgated and there is no female input?
· It affects your mental health and it is bullying. It makes you cynical about the value placed on women, their views, and their role in the Church.
3. Question: People in irregular unions are officially excluded from the sacraments. What do you think of that?
· It’s morally wrong that they are excluded – (This was said by a large number but not all participants).
· It’s another sweeping rule with no regard for personal circumstances
· There is no pastoral care for people in second unions. Nor is there compassion.
· The Church should re-marry people in this situation.
· Everyone from an early age should get training for marriage. 
· You could be with a person for 10 years and madly in love with him and six months later it falls apart, or you could be in a marriage with a lot of violence.
· I would be concerned entirely for the children
· Pope Francis said communion is not a reward for the good but medicine for the sick.
· Parents in irregular unions do not feel wanted within the Church and this impacts on the children because the parents send them to integrated or Protestant schools and they do not get the benefit of a Church education.
· Annulments:
· Doesn’t annulment allow remarriage?
· What does this say about the children? Are they illegitimate?
· If you got an annulment and the children then get communion that would be hypocritical because it would mean that the children are illegitimate
· People who get an annulment can be seen as wrong by the wider community and that can impact your self-image.
· Some priests will give a public, some a private, blessing to those who get married outside the Church, but officially they are barred from the sacraments.
4. People who are actively homosexual, lesbian, etc are actively banned from the sacraments. What do you think about that?
· I disagree with it. As an individual it doesn’t matter about your colour, race, or orientation: you are entitled to the sacraments.
· Some people feel that homosexuality should not happen, But everyone is entitled to their own opinion. Who are we to judge?
· God’s word should be final.
· Science tells us that people become gay or lesbian at birth
· No, I don’t agree with that. We are still learning in this area.
· If one of my children came in and said they were gay I would not stop loving them. It doesn’t make them a bad person. God will not stop loving them.
· Some of the most loving relationships I have read about involved gay people nursing their partners dying of Aids. I felt humbled by this.
· Excluding people on the basis of their orientation is against human rights. What was the original human rights bill based on? Respect for every human being. Where did that came from? It is what God wanted.
· I do not have any problem with  people’s orientation but I do if they are active, because I think that this is a perversion of the truth. A man and woman fit together but gays and lesbians do not. God said: `I made them male and female’. I don’t know if I would bar them from the sacraments. I don’t think Jesus would turn away anyone who came for help, and when we go to the sacraments we look for help.
· Do we have negative feelings about gays because of our upbringing, or because of our own sexuality?
5. Do you have any personal experience of Christ within a family environment and does this include prayer?
· We all have experience of God every day through a child or grandchild, for example:
· A child voluntarily lighting a candle for someone sick.
· My grandchild, who takes the light out of my eyes, kisses the statue of Mary.
· My son rang me from Liverpool and asked me for the green scapular and to get it blessed – out of the blue. And he knew the story behind it.
· We always seem to talk about our grandchildren not our children. But we saw our daughter on the stage singing recently and this was a God moment for us.
· Visiting the sick, the dying and the elderly and spending time with lonely people are great ways to meet God.
· The ways that I meet God in others, in a smile or in their goodness, are too numerous to mention.
· I have a daughter who won’t go to Mass or get married in the Church and this tears at me, but she is a member of the Gospel choir and when she sings `While I was praying someone touched me’  she smiles down at me as if to say that I think I have her. But I think she really is on her way back.
· One of my first in-depth experiences of God came to me from a lay person. I was involved in interchurch meetings and I could see God working in the family in a new way.
· Sometimes I feel my church and my own family honour God with their lips but not in reality – but this applies also to me.
Question: is your prayer formal or always informal?

· You can pray to God in your own words, or turn to the Blessed Virgin or saints or novenas. The formal prayer is just a starting point. 
· I talk to God a lot but I don’t listen.
· The most important prayer is listening: God says `Pour out your heart to me’
6. Many people relate individually to God and lead a good moral life but have no connection with the Church. How can people experience a need to relate to God as part of the Church?
· If you are in the Church because you feel you need it and that there is a vacuum within all of us that can only be filled by God, then we should encourage other people, but this can only happen with grace. So we can pray for them, but not in a superior way. God did not create us on a desert island but for community.
· I think part of the problem is the lack of community at Mass. Yes, I can say my own prayers but when I look around me in the Church I see no joy or celebration.
· How do you get teenagers into Mass? The parochial hall could be used to gather them for a children’s Sunday School during Mass, like they do in Protestant Churches. 
· A crèche would help. 

· My daughter – a 16 year old – applied to read and was never called.

· People, especially in working-class areas, do not have the confidence to approach the Church. More affluent people and older people put their names forward and are called as readers.

· If Rome actually listened to people and brought in these changes then a lot of people would return.

· I feel the Eucharist does not lend itself to community but to individualism. But if the Eucharist is the summit of our spirituality where do we build this community? I find community not at Mass but outside it.

· Mass could take place in small local areas. Why not bring people into one house, although some people think that they couldn’t bring people into their own house, because they would not be good enough. This is wrong.
· Mass is boring. It’s not a celebration.

· In the US I found they take children out for a Sunday School session. After Mass the whole community is invited for tea and scones. They have bigger parishes than we have here but they are still able to do this. Also the priest comes down off the altar and asks people what they think during the homily. And they raise their hands for the Our Father. 

· A few years back we invited priests who had been giving missions to come to a Eucharist. People were asked to join hands and there was music and an attempt to animate things. But then some complained to the parochial house and many of the complainers were the very ones who said that Mass was boring. If we find Mass boring then we need to say this to the Holy Spirit. There is a problem with the training programmes in seminaries.

· As adults we can look at these issues, but we need to find a way to get to young people and families. There needs to be change.

· I asked my 44 year old son had he been at Mass and he said Yes, but was this the truth?

· I would say that if we were giving proper witness and joy like Pope Francis, people would say they want some of this from themselves. We need to be better witnesses. 
· Why do we not have children’s liturgy in all parishes?
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